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Nothing has mote engrossed tl:e public attention than (e
im  ovement of our interaa: resoure: s, and the facilities of
interccurse, as regards commerc: am ». g ourselves, and the
incrou: ctiony within our hoiders, « f the abundant and grow-
g vred .cts of meighbouring ter itories, which are there to
seek a warket and exportation, The fendency of this sys-
tem to iucrease capital, to excite to wdustry and to enter-
prize, t extend trade, o au ‘ment population and to promote
consum .tion, are the obvious inducements to look {0 it ‘with

‘ous expectation. That a diversity of opinion sheuld
exi~ied at first upon this subject, might reasonably
been expected.  The citi ens in the nterior, inhabit-

. <hat portion of the state, the surface of which is super-
abundantly spread over with rock, hill and mouutain, that
oppose the ¢reatest obstacles to In“ercourse, would natural-
ly approve of a system that woud remove sucl, obstruc-
tions; whilst those who live on a smother surface, delight-
fully intersected by innumeralle navigable waters, where
almost ev:ry farm has a landing within its own precincts,
fromn whieh to transport its productions by water to a market,
would as naturally, at first, want faith in the utility of such
costly artificial convenlences. But when furthey reflection
brought to the view of all, that rail roads and canals were
caleulated, not only to identify the interests of 1his exten-
sive country, and strenzthen the union of the states, but to
be the means of drawing to our great cmporium, situated in
the very midst ol the state, the redundant productions of the
fertile west, and that the necessary result of this would he
the augmentation of the wealth and prosperity of the
whole state, first inpre “ions have gradually vielded to
more salutary conviction:: and the Executive feel them.
selves authorized to believe that the seatiment in favor of
“internal improvewent is growing antong the people.  The
vesting the funds of th state in thege undertakings dreated
a fear, least in the ulti- ate tailure of works in which our
country had hitherto liad, comparatively, but little expe-
rience, the loss might fall upon the people of the state, or
in any event, that a recourse would be had to taxes to ena-
ble the state to pay up its subscription. [itheito these
fears have been groundless,and we hope will continue to be so.
Upon this, however, and upon such subjects, the people
have a_just reliance upon ‘their representatives, whose wis-
dom, fidelity and vigilance, will be, as they ought to be,
sure pledges for their protection; and feeling as the repre-
sentatives must ‘do, a common interest with their constitu.
ents, successive legislatures are but successive safeguards
aver these and other importans trusts, confided to their care



